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do this, must intelligent men stoop to their level, buy 
their votes or go with them to drink in their haunts of 
iniquity? Better be defeated a hundred times over. 
Au appeal made to them in a manly, straightforward way 
would certainly in the long run be successful, for the most 
of them have left enough respect for their manhood to be 
capable of being moved by appeals to their better nature. 
Our theory of government requires that men should vote 
intelligently and freely, and every campaign ought to be, 
from the top to the bottom of society, a campaign of 
education and of the development of moral self-respect. 
The "machine" can be spared, but these qualities can 
not. 

CHRISTMAS. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not ; for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying : 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour. 

Mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people ; a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 

Christmas will soon be here with its suggestions of hap- 
piness and peace. It is the festival of the world's new 
birtb, of its new life of love and helpfulness and brother- 
liness. It is beyond all other occasions in the thoughts 
which underlie it and give it meaning. It is the festival 
of hope for the world. The birth of Him who has given 
us this day was the assurance to the world that it should 
some time be redeemed from sin and shame and violence, 
and be made pure and good and happy. It is essentially 
an occasion of happiness. Old and young, neighbor and 
friend, the far and the near, vie with each other in mak- 
ing somebody glad. The sum of human happiness, of 
pure disinterested pleasure, is, on Christmas morn, raised 
to the highest point. In this respect, the occasion is not 
yet all that it ought to be ; there is still much that is sel- 
fish about it ; but it will grow better, for the secret of 
happiness and holy joy is in it. 

It is likewise the day of self-forgetfulness, of regard 
for others. It is the practical proof that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. The little gifts of parents 
to children, of children to parents, of friend to friend, 
though of little worth in themselves, are of incalculable 
value from the spirit of love and tenderness which prompt 
them. What a world this would be, if the Christmas 
spirit of giving, of doing for others, of seeking to make 



somebody happy, went through every day of the year. 
Sometime this shall be. The wants of all the poor shall 
be satisfied. The lost and erring shall all be sought out 
and cared for. Every man will feel that his highest duty, 
his most exalted privilege is to do for others. This time 
may be a good way off, but it will surely come. The star 
is shining and pointing the way. 

Christmas is likewise the promise of peace. When love 
and self-forgetfulness reign, when men find their highest 
joy in doing good to others, peace on earth will necessa- 
rily reign also. Let us rejoice then and be glad. Let us 
carry the Christmas spirit and the Christmas hope into all 
the compass of our lives. In the best sense of the word, 
we wish all our readers a merry, happy Christmas. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



The preliminary arrangements for the World's Peace 
Congress in Chicago next August are being made as 
rapidly as possible. A conference of representatives of 
the different American peace societies will meet in Phila- 
delphia on the 15th of December to discuss the interests 
of the Congress, to provide for the appointment of the 
necessary committees, and to arrange any other prelimi- 
naries that may be required. Announcements will then be 
made, so that the friends of peace throughout the coun- 
try may be fully apprized of what is going on. It takes 
time, especially in a country so great as ours, as well as 
much patient effort, to arrange for a Congress as impor- 
tant as the one to be held next year. The peace societies 
are acting in connection with the World's Congress Aux- 
iliary at Chicago, under whose auspices a great interna- 
tional arbitration and peace congress will be held in Chi- 
cago. The annual meeting of the Universal Peace Con- 
gress, which it was unanimously voted at Berne to hold 
in Chicago next year, will be held in connection with this 
other Congress, and, though independent, will really con- 
stitute a part of it. The time of the Congress and all 
other necessary information will be given at an early date. 



The Secretary of the American Peace Society has sent 
the following letter to the leading religious journals of 
the country, calling the attention of the pastors of the 
churches to the observance of Peace Sunday, which falls 
this year on the eighteenth of December. 

To the Editor of 



Dear Sir: 

The American Peace Society desires through your 
columns to call the attention of the pastors of the various 
churches throughout the country to the observance of 
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Peace Sunday. The Universal Peace Congress, which 
met at London in 1890, voted unanimously to invite all 
Christian ministers throughout the world to devote one 
Sunday in the year to the subject of peace. The last 
Sunday before Christmas was finally fixed upon as per- 
haps the most suitable one for universal observance. 

In England last year more than two thousand ministers 
preached special sermons on the subject of peace on this 
Sunday. The day has not yet been much observed in this 
country. But why should it not be ? The United States 
Government is taking the lead in trying to establish 
peaceful methods of settling international difficulties ; 
why should not the American churches be foremost in 
creating a public conscience against the monstrous system 
of modern militarism which is so crashing and blighting 
one half of the world? "Blessed are the peace-makers, 
for they shall be called the children of God." We 
earnestly appeal to all preachers of Christ's Gospel of 
peace and love to set apart at least one service on Sunday, 
the 18th of December, for the consideration of this impor- 
tant subject. We shall be pleased to receive a line from 
all ministers who feel inclined to observe the day as here 
indicated. 

Very respectfully yours, 

THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 



The following persons have recently become life-mem- 
bers of the American Peace Society : Joshua L. Bailey, 
Philadelphia, Pa. ; Jonathan W. Plummer, Chicago, 111. ; 
Rev. Amos Herr, Lime Valley, Pa. ; John B. Garrett, 
Philadelphia. Pa. ; Miss Anna H. Sutton, New York City ; 
William Davis Alcott, Indianapolis, Ind. ; James Whitall, 
Philadelphia, Pa. We shall be pleased to add to our list 
of members both annual and for life many new names with 
the opening of the new year. 



The American Peace Society has officially signified its 
adherence to the Berne International Peace Bureau and 
will be inscribed as one of the original founders of that 
organization. A unanimous vote to this effect was passed 
at the regular meeting of the Directors on the 7th of 
November. 



We are sure that our readers will be glad to take the 
time to read carefully Archbishop Ireland's oration pro- 
nounced at the opening of the World's Congress Auxil- 
iary at Chicago on the twenty-first of October. It is 
somewhat long, but it will well repay a careful perusal. 
The thought underlying it is a noble one, and the refer- 
ences to the brotherhood of humanity and to the growing 
application of the principle of arbitration are in harmony 
with the best thought of the best thinkers everywhere. 



The Human Freedom League of Newark, N. J., erected 
on October 21st the first of a number of liberty poles to 
be planted in prominent places throughout the world. 
This first pole is on the Navesink Highlands bluff at 
Sandy Hook, the highest point on the Atlantic coast and 
the first land seen by ships entering New York Harbor. 
It is to float the American flag always by daylight. On 
the anniversary of the great peace events in the history 
of the United States the pole will fly the peace flag of the 
Human Freedom League, that is, the stars and stripes 
in a border of white, significant of peaceful rather than 
of war-like methods of settling disputes. 

The dates already decided upon on which the peace 
flag will be floated are: October 21, Discovery day; 
September 3, date of the signing of the treaty of peace 
ending the war of the American revolution ; February 6, 
treaty of recognition and assistance signed by France ; 
December 24, treaty closing the war of 1812; April 9, 
anniversary of the re-establishment of peace between the 
States ; May 8, Alabama claim arbitration treaty ; May 
7, arbitrating the Bering Sea difficulty; January 1, end- 
ing of slavery in America ; November 4, William Penn's 
treaty of peace with the Indians. 

Several other societies are co-operating with the Human 
Freedom League in the erection of these poles. As funds 
will justify poles are to be erected by the side of the most 
conspicuous light house on the French coast, on the top 
of the most conspicuous mountain in Switzerland, by the 
side of the light house at the entrance of the harbor of 
Rio Janeiro and at the Golden gate, San Francisco, each 
of these poles to carry the flag of the nation where it is 
situated. As flags possess such an influence over men by 
reason of the ideas and principles of which they are em- 
blematic, this movement will prove to be by no means 
the least of the powerful agencies now working out the 
peace of the world. 



Before the fall of the Salisbury ministry in England it 
was an open secret on the continent that the English 
Cabinet had entered into a secret understanding with 
the Italian government to the effect that in case of hos- 
tilities the English fleet would assist the Italian in the 
Mediterranean, especially against France. This caused 
intense feeling in the latter country. There seemed to 
be no conceivable reason for such action on the part of 
England. She and France had been at peace with each 
other for more than two generations. It is rumored, and 
every one will hope it is true, that Lord Bosebury in the 
Gladstone Cabinet will follow a different policy and that 
the government of Great Britain has informed the Italian 
authorities that in case of war the English fleet in the 
Mediterranean will confine its operations to the protection 
of British interests. 
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At the recent meeting of the "World's Convention of 
Christian Workers in Boston, Eev. W. E. Waterbury, of 
Clinton, Mass., after having described the formation of 
the first Boys' Brigade in Glasgow, Scotland, stated that 
the first company in America was formed in San Fran- 
cisco three years ago, and that now there are in many of 
the cities companies with a membership of 3500. He 
stated that the features of the Brigades are military drill, 
Bible drill, monthly missionary meeting, summer camp 
life, ambulance work and reading-room work. At the 
close of his address a class exhibition and drill was given 
by the boys. During the time then given for questions a 
gentleman on the floor asked : " Is not the military drill 
contrary to the spirit and genius of Christ ? " Shouts of 
" yes" and " no " came from all over the house. 

It is humiliating to know that there can be any division 
of opinion on a subject like this among Christian workers, 
among those whose cherished profession it is to save men 
from sin, to lead them to Christ and to endue them with 
his principles and with his spirit. This incident reminds 
one of Max O'Reil's sarcastic description of the impres- 
sion made upon him when he first came to this country 
by the " strange mixture of Bible and beer," which he 
found here. Is the Christian church so poverty-stricken 
in methods and means of reaching boys that it must adopt 
the implements and ways which foster and uphold the 
spirit of hatred and strife? Must the young man be 
taught to bear in his heart the love of enemies and to 
carry on his shoulder and skilfully manipulate the instru- 
ment with which to kill them? It is encouraging to know 
that there were vigorous "yeses" among the hundreds 
of assembled Christian workers, and it is to be hoped that 
the " gentleman on the floor " will continue to ask his 
question until the " ayes have it." 



The late Episcopal Convention in Baltimore adopted 
the following memorial on arbitration to be sent to the 
governments of the different civilized nations. It is clear 
and unequivocal in the truth which it states and is ex- 
pressed in a courteous, Christian way which is very com- 
mendable. 

The Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States 
of America wishes you grace, mercy and peace. We, in 
co-operation with other Christian bodies, humbly memo- 
rialize you as the guardians of your people, in behalf of 
peaceful arbitration as a means of settling such questions 
as arise between nations. The spectacle that is presented 
of Christian nations facing each other with heavy arma- 
ments, ready upon provocation to go to war and settle 
their differences by bloodshed or conquest, is, to say the 
least, a blot upon the fair name of Christians. We can- 
not comtemplate without the deepest sorrow the horrors 
of war, involving the reckless sacrifice of human life that 
should be held sacred, the bitter distress in many house- 
holds, the destruction of valuable property, the hindering 
of education and religion, and the general demoralizing 
of the people. 



Moreover, the maintaining of a heavy war force, though 
war be averted, withdraws multitudes from their homes 
and the useful pursuits of peace and imposes a heavy tax 
upon the people for its support ; and further let it be 
borne in mind that wars do not settle causes of disputes 
between nations on the principle of right and justice, but 
upon the barbaric principle of the triumph of the strong- 
est. 

We are encouraged to urge this cause upon your con- 
sideration by the fact that such has already been accom- 
plished, as, for example, by the arbitration of Geneva in 
the Alabama case and by the deliberations of the Ameri- 
can Conference at Washington, not to mention other im- 
portant cases. It will be a happy day for the world when 
all international disputes find peaceful solutions, and this 
we earnestly seek. As to the method of accomplishing 
this end we make no suggestions, but leave that to your 
superior intelligence and wisdom in matters of State pol- 
icy. We invoke upon ruler and people the richest bless- 
ing of the Prince of Peace. 



Our readers have doubtless often heard about "war 
dogs." It seems that hereafter they are to be a reality 
and not simply a " figure of speech," if the following re- 
port from Berlin to the Boston Herald, under date of 
Nov. 20th, be true : 

Interesting experiments in training war dogs are in 
progress on the Tempelhofer and Brix. The work is done 
by non commissioned officers. The system of training is 
elaborate and difficult. But a small percentage of the 
dogs tried are accepted for military service, and of those 
accepted the majority prove to be failures in consequence 
of the impossibility of suppressing their natural tendency 
to bark whenever an enemy approaches. 

In the present work on the Tempelhofer field the dogs 
are taught to regard black or blue trousers as German 
and friendly, and red trousers as hostile. About half of 
the trainers wear French uniforms, scold the dogs in 
French, and cuff and whip them. The dogs are taught 
thus in a short time to distinguish between French and 
German during daylight and to give the alarm whenever a 
French uniform comes in sight. They are taught to give the 
alarm whenever anybody approaches by night, the dis- 
tinction between friend and foe then devolving upon the 
nearest sentry. 

Training dogs for messenger service has been found to 
be much easier than training them for picket duty. The 
couriers are selected invariably from the females, as they 
are quicker and less likely to loiter along the road. 

The first lesson taught to such a courier dog is that she 
must hide upon the approach of a human being, excepting, 
of course, her special trainers and camp friends. 

The messenger dog wears a light iron collar, with a 
small bag attached for the dispatches. 

The greatest difficulty has been found in accustoming 
the dogs to artillery. At the first discharge of cannon, 
usually, they bolted. After having once been accustomed 
to the reports of firearms, however, the dogs were the 
most courageous soldiers, and ran about without quailing 
in the thickest of the fight. 

The German Spitz has been found most available for 
the service on account of its intelligence and endurance. 
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The best color for facilitating the concealment of the 
messenger dog has been found to be gray and, therefore, 
gray-haired dogs are selected whenever practicable. 

A good many Scotch collies have also been impressed 
into the service, and a few St. Bernards. This latter 
variety is employed exclusively by tbe Red Cross field 
service, and hence it is claimed that in the next war there 
will be no possibility that any of the wounded will be 
overlooked on the battlefield. 



The following resolution was introduced into the Dan- 
ish Parliament on the 19th of October by Hon. Frederick 
Bajer and eight other members of the Second Chamber. 
The European friends of peace are in solemn earnest and 
are not at all dampened in their ardor and perseverance 
by the slow progress of the principles for which they 
are working. 

Resolution: — The Folketing expresses its adhesion to 
the principle of permanent treaties of arbitration and 
calls upon the government to reply favorably to the invi- 
tation received in the note of Oct. 23, 1892, from the 
United States of America. Further, the Folketing re- 
quests the government to seek the establishment of simi- 
lar treaties with other States and especially to enter into 
negotiations in this respect with the other Northern 
Kingdoms. 



The question of Sunday closing at the World's Fair is 
much like Hamlet's ghost. On the 11th of November 
the Directors passed a resolution favoring the opening of 
the grounds on Sunday, provided the machinery be not 
run. The chief reason they give is that it would be dis- 
courteous to foreigners to tell them that they cannot do 
in Chicago what they can do at home. It is a little curi- 
ous that men intelligent enough to be Directors of a great 
enterprise like the World's Fair should use an argument, 
which, if consistently applied, would reduce our civilization 
to the level of that of lands to which we claim to be su- 
perior in certain important respects. Another reason 
assigned is, that multitudes of workingmen will be de- 
prived of the privilege of seeing the Exhibit if they can- 
not go on Sunday. This can apply only to the working- 
men of Chicago and vicinity, and we do not believe that 
the reasoning will hold good, for even these intelligent 
workingmen know that their highest interests demand the 
preservation of the American Sabbath, and there are 
very few indeed of them who will not be able to get a 
day now and then to attend the Fair. Why do not the 
Directors say out what everybody knows to be the real 
reason influencing them? 



Emperor William's new military bill is not having 
smooth sailing. It awakened a storm of opposition 
throughout the country when it first appeared. It pro- 
poses to add 84,000 men to the standing army, neces- 
sitating an additional annual expense of about $16,000,- 
000. The Emperor's threat to dissolve Parliament in 



case of an adverse vote is not likely to prevent the bill 
from being considered on its merits. It has met with its 
first check in the Bundesrath, some of the States declin- 
ing to give their consent to let it pass, until they knew 
whence the money was to come. The purpose of the bill 
is to raise Germany's effective so as to make it equal to 
that of France. 



The American Humane Education Society, 19 Milk St., 
Boston, offers to Clergymen a prize of one hundred dollars 
for the best essay of not more than three thousand words 
on the " Moral Nature of the Horse." 



At the time of the late elections in Italy the following 
appeal was made to the electors, signed by seventeen of 
the Italian peace societies : 

Electors : — In the elections of 1890 we pointed out to 
you in reductions to be made in the military budget a 
remedy for the ruinous financial crisis through which the 
country is passing. Few at that time comprehended 
what we said. To-day, when new embarrassments have 
been added to the old ones, we hope that our appeal will 
be better understood. The economic outlook in Italy is 
indeed gloomy, while innumerable indications assure even 
the most timid that peace was never as secure from all 
danger as it is to-day. It is time that we provide for our 
most vital interests. 

The dilemma confronting us is clear and unmistakable : 
either peace by arbitration and a courageous advance 
towards disarmament, with a consequent diffusion of 
instruction and general well being among the people who 
will thus be provided with the necessaries of life and be 
rendered hopeful of the future, while they labor for their 
own amelioration ; or armed peace which is a menace of 
war, and, in consequence, disasters of every kind, want 
of labor and misery. On the one hand there is civiliza- 
tion with prosperity, on the other barbarism with ruin. 

If in all the nations a few persons, preoccupied only 
with their own selfish interests, wish the present condition 
of things to continue ; if, in maintaining it, they consider 
the glory of a civilized people to consist in what only 
savages would place it, will the operatives, the farmers, 
the men of letters, the artists, the industrial classes, the 
very strength of the nation, be willing to subordinate 
themselves and the interests of the country and of civiliza- 
tion to the selfish purpose of these few ? 

Progress, under its many forms — industry, commerce, 
science, art, is binding together all civilized humanity in 
fraternal relations. Let us then create for all the nations 
a tribunal of arbitration which, while leaving to each 
people its autonomy, will take away arms from the hands 
of all and hatred from their hearts. Peace established 
between the civilized nations, — that sublime Utopian 
vision, fountain of incalculable blessings, will speedily be 
a fact when the peoples wish it. 

From Berne, where in August last gathered together the 
representatives of the humanitarian ideas of peace, comes 
to us as to all civilized peoples an appeal to put an end to 
ruinous armaments, by making arbitration the supreme 
law of the relations of nations to one another. Amon°- 
the first in Europe after the Congress at Berne the Italian 
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electors are called upon to choose their representatives. 
It behooves them, therefore, to go resolutely forward 
toward the desired goal. 

Let everyone remember, then, that there is no relief 
from the serious economic evils with which the country is 
afflicted, if there is not a great reduction in the military 
budget. Reductions in other directions have already 
been made. No further ones are possible without derang- 
ing everything. Hence there must be military economy 
or new taxes, with the economic ruin of the country. 

May the electors of Italy refuse their votes to those 
who, either from party spirit or from self-interest, refuse 
to hear the voice of truth and of duty. 



A comet has appeared in the heavens, thought to be 
the celebrated Biela's comet, which has been nearly for- 
gotten of late years. It will be very near the earth dur- 
ing December. The astronomers are all busy taking 
observations, and what with their big telescopes and their 
accurate methods of calculation, the "heavenly visitor" 
will have to be very brisk and shy if he fails to give up 
the chief of his secrets. Comets have so far proved to 
be peaceably disposed towards the earth, and we presume 
that this one will not attempt to destroy us. It does not 
portend a great war in Europe or in South America. 



It seems now that it will not be long before the Nicara- 
gua Canal will be completed. Five-sixths of the distance 
has already been excavated. The important question as 
to who shall control it is at present being raised. Its con- 
struction so far has been left to private enterprise, but 
more funds are needed for its completion. European 
syndicates have made approaches to the Company in 
order to secure control of the enterprise. At a National 
Nicaragua Canal Convention, held at St. Louis in June 
last, and attended by three hundred delegates, business 
men, from twenty-nine States, a committee was appointed 
with George S. Baker, 175 Dearborn St., Chicago, as 
chairman, to prepare an address to the people of the 
United States setting forth the commercial value of the 
Canal to this country. This address has been prepared 
and contains many reasons why the United States should 
control this water-way between the two oceans. A glance 
at the map will convince anyone of the vast commercial 
importance of this Canal, but it has a still higher value 
than this. It will bring the great societary centres of the 
world into nearer and more direct contact and will thus 
powerfully aid in solving the problem of the unity of 
humanity. Any artificial highway of trade through which 
all the nations must pass and repass is worth a thousand 
times what it costs, for other than purely commercial rea- 
sons. It might seem that a canal like this ought, in the 
abstract, to be under the joint control of the civilized 
nations ; yet we have no doubt that in the present state 
of the nations of Europe the ends of humanity would be 
better served if its control were in the hands of the United 
States alone. 



As the year closes we would remind the annual mem- 
bers of the American Peace Society of their obligations. 
Those who have not already done so will please to send 
the annual fee of $2 to the Secretary, as soon as conven- 
ient. It will be a great saving of labor and time, if all 
will observe this request, without waiting for a special 
notice. 

We would also call the attention of subscribers to the 
Advocate to the expiration of their subscriptions. Many 
of these close with this number. In renewing your sub- 
scriptions, we shall be much pleased if you will each send 
us the names of two or three new subscribers. It will 
only take a little labor on the part of each to do this, and 
it will greatly aid in bringing the subject of arbitration 
and peace to more general public attention. To any one 
sending us the names of two new subscribers, with the 
money, we will send either " Pax Mundi" or "War As 
It Is" free. Liberal commissions will be allowed to 
those getting up clubs. 



Continued from pag e 209. 
is to bring together men working for men, puts forth in 
clear outlines the high purpose of the whole exposition, 
and invests it with meaning and dignity. 

Expositions are held as indications of progress and as 
stimulants to its continued growth. But what is progi-ess ? 
Its chief seat is not in matter ; it is not in the changes of 
forms to which matter may be subjected. Matter is not 
an end to itself. It has no consciousness of its conditions. 
No benefit, no enjoyment comes to it, whatever be the 
uses to which it is put, or the shapings or the colorings 
which may be impressed upon it. Progress is in man. It 
is the growth of man in the faculties and powers of his 
being, in his empire over inanimate and irrational crea- 
tion. Man alone progresses, for man alone is intelligent 
and conscious. 

God's aim in his workings through nature was man. 
The earth was created to prepare for him a dwelling-place. 
It was endowed with vernal fecundity to provide him with 
nutriment and to give delectation to his senses. The 
atmosphere was tempered to man's physical life. The 
firmament was spread to light his footsteps and to draw 
his soul into supernal contemplation. All these things 
were made for man and were given to man. "Fill the 
earth and subdue it," said the Lord, " and rule over the 
fishes of the sea and the fowls of the earth, and all living 
creatures that move upon the earth." 

" The meaning of creation," it has been well said, " is 
not understood until dust stands erect in a living man." 
The law of nature endures. Man must remain the mon- 
arch of nature ; the purpose of nature and of all its forces 
must be the service of man, the betterment and elevation 
of man. There is no other value than this in material 
things. To rate man inferior to matter is the reversal of 
the divine ordering of the universe. 

Be there as much as there may the development of 
nature's forces and the harnessing of them to the chariots 
of science and industry ; be there searchings into the 
abyssmal secrets of earth, sea and sky ; be there trade or 
commerce ; but, throughout, be the aim to build up man 



